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StarSight Telecast Inc,. formerly InSight Telecast Inc.• Is the leading developer of interactive on
screen television program guides. The company. substantially owned by leading cabfe opera­
tors, broadcasters. pubtishers and entertainment providers Including Vlacom InternatiOnal, Cox
Communications. Spelling Entertainment, Tribune Company, Times Mirror Cable Tefevlsion.
Providence Joumal, and KBLCOM. will be launching ita eervlce to consumers in the fourth
Quarter of this year. The Public BroadcaS1ing Corporation, under Its National Datacast SUb­
sidiary. has become a corporate partner In delivering StarSlght'S (n1oRnatlon over PBS' venlcal
blanking :nterval. The S1arSlght product electronios or product designs are planned to be
incorporated into varioUs models of new consumer televisions. VCRs. and cable deooders
manufac1ured by such manufacturers as Zenith Electronios, Scientific Atlanta. General
Instruments, Goldstar, Mltsubishl. and Samsung, .

StarSight's television program information provides the consumer with detailed TV schedule
Information Including program title, story plot, actors, star rating. program attrIbutea (nUdity,
viOlence. adult themes. etc.) and handicapped program 118t1ng8, The product allows the con­
sumer to select out unwanttd ch.,nel8 and to determine through the detailed program lnlor­
matJon what programming may be unlUttabie 10r Viewing bv Children. In ldcSttIon. StarSlght will
be provtdtng educational program scheduJea free Into achooI cI8eIrooma 80 educators will be
able to IOrt and seleCt programming by theme category such 88 mathema11c8 and documen­
taries. and subthemes. such as addition and zoology,
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The StarSight product also allows consumers or teachers to choose the title of the program
selected, press one VCR record button, and have the consumer or educatOr's VCR record the
program by show 11tte, whenever the program ac1lJaily comes on. \M'ten the StarSlght product
is in the consumer or eduoators VCR, the program will be recorded and stored by titte, so play­
back is as easy as selecting the program title, pressing play, and the VCR automatically fast
forwards or reverses and begins playing the program. This allows the VCR to be used as an
instructional tool as welt as facilitate the easy operation of the VCR. For example, the te~her

can request a 5 minute Sesame Street math addition eegmerrt in the regular broadoast to be
recorded by theme sort title "Sesame Street Math, subtheme addition, and a 5 minute seg­
ment will be automatically recorded when broadcast and played back by title when needed by
the instructor and tnus used as a supplemental teaching ald.

The StarSight product automatioally tunes to a selected cable cna'lnel by program title 80 the
oonsumer need not know the actual channel number of the desired channel. The consumer
merefy selects the title of the program desired, presses Iitune", and the television, VCR or
cable decoder changes the channel to the selected show. This cabte ready TV and VOR fea­
ture eUmetes consumer confusion over cable channellin.up.

The aforementioned consumer friendly. education based, parental guk:tanoe. handicapped
informationI and cable ready TV and VOR. and VCR recording f..tu.... orearIY make cable
and broIdcast programming as wen as VCR recording more uMful and managable.

The Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act Of 1992 identified the need 10
resolve the interests 01 the consumer of television and VCR equipment with the cable opera­
tor. More importantly, the intent of the act is to provide the consumer WIth an easy to operate
televislon-VCR-cabte environment. and toster a competItiVe enVironment $0 the conlumer Will
have economical program choices. Slnoe S1arSight will be deliVering Its product through both
consumer electronics and cable decoder hardware platforms, and has based its products on
consumer's product desires, (testing StarSlgnt with over 2000 one-on-one IntervieWs in 14
cities), StarSigh1 has no other interest than adopting standards1hat benefit the consumer and
continue to 10ster a competitive environmen1 that promotes a variety of program Choices which
are not reatricted by cable.

.
over the past several years. we have participated In various joint NOTA and EtA SLlbcommlt-
t..to devetop and let standan:ls. we have reviewed many of 1he oomments provided by
cable and consum. e&edrOniCIlndUStry companl. regarding ET Docket No. 93-7. W'd would
like to make the following epeoIfic comments:
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, . Emerging consumer and education oriented technologies and serviCes, such as
S1arSight, must be delivered without interference from local cable operators. These
technologies are in the pubtic interest and make cable more consumer friendly and
euy to operate. They bridge the gap between consumer TVa, VCRs, and cable sys
tems. They provide the consumer with a way of selecting out undesired programming
channels as well as providing the handicapped with better viewing selections.

2. Teohnologles using the vertical blanking interval 01 broadcast sta110ns do not
remove resoLWCeS from cable operators but Instead provide valuable oable features.

3. In deciding what are cable ready TV and VCR features, the Commission must
consider emerging features such as Integrated program schedUle systems that provide
automated tuning functions assisting the consumer in managing cable channels and
new features providing parental control as part of what can be considered consumer
cable ready features.

lNe appreciate the opportunity to pre,ant the. YiIWI W'1d would look forward to providing fur­
ther input as required. Since we are involved In delivering. set of consumer driven products
that wtll work In bO... ooneut"* electtonic and cable twdware pIatIorml. we are keenly Inter·
ested In furthering a .. of standards that aid the consumer and promote a oompetive and
open architecture envlronmn meeting consumer, educator, n handloapped needa.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael W. Faber
Chairman
StarSight Telecast
39650 Liberty Street
Fremont, CA 94538

·'·'-"';·~ __""!<l'i1"''''.'f~~;~

'~'Ffr".,.,?:";~.'h,;,,vl,(",,*:itji4"';'."'b.~'~' __~~'_~~~,.)lI·.•···rMltll.UI"


